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Joyce Carol Oates

Prolific author with strong and expressive language.

Rank #10 Elite 10

# Word Definition / Example
relating to a style that represents things as they are in nature

1 naturalistic “Her naturalistic vision refuses the consolation of redemption — characters are shaped by forces larger and older
than individual will.”

adj. of; having to do with; or resulting from compulsion

2 compulsive “Compulsive interiority drives her narratives forward — consciousness unable to rest, perpetually excavating its
own most disturbing preoccupations.”

something that affects multiple generations of a family or group

3 transgenerational  “Transgenerational trauma in her family sagas passes from body to body like a biological inheritance no act of will
can interrupt.”

adj. stemming from instinct or intuition rather than the intellect.

4 visceral “Her visceral prose inhabits physical sensation so completely that reading becomes an uncomfortably embodied
rather than merely intellectual experience.”

a style of art and literature that emphasizes dark and mysterious themes

5 gothicism “American Gothicism in her work is not regional atmosphere but a diagnostic instrument revealing the violence
beneath national mythology.”

the ability to produce a lot of new growth or ideas

6 fecundity “Her creative fecundity — novels, stories, essays, poetry — suggests a consciousness for which not writing would
be the genuine aberration.”

adj. living by killing and eating other animals

7 predatory “Predatory power dynamics between men and women are rendered in her fiction with an unflinching anatomical
precision.”

adj. characterized by that which preoccupies one's mind or emotions excessively or abnormally

8 obsessive “Obsessive psychological states are her natural fictional territory — minds that cannot release what reason insists
they must relinquish.”

relating to the interaction of social and economic factors

9 socioeconomic “Socioeconomic determinism shapes her working-class characters without reducing them — circumstance
constrains without entirely extinguishing agency.”

adj. taking on different forms

10 protean “Her protean stylistic range — from domestic realism to gothic horror to experimental fiction — defies every attempt
at simple categorization.”

adj. not relenting; harsh; pitiless persistent; unremitting

11 relentless “The relentless forward pressure of her prose enacts the psychological desperation of characters who cannot pause
without confronting themselves.”

a love or strong preference for small, enclosed spaces

12 claustrophilia “A kind of claustrophilia governs her fictional spaces — enclosed communities generating intensities impossible in
more open arrangements.”

to create stories or legends about someone or something, often making them seem greater than they are

13 mythologizing “Her mythologizing of American violence transforms specific incidents into something approaching national ritual
and collective confession.”
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adj. not shrinking from danger

14 unflinching “Unflinching psychological portraiture of perpetrators as well as victims distinguishes her moral seriousness from
mere sensationalism.”

n. observation or examination of one's own mental and emotional state mental processes

15 introspection ) ) ) ) ) ) )
“Her stories often delve into the depths of human introspection, revealing hidden layers of emotion.”
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