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# Word Definition / Example

1 abolitionist

n. a person who is in favor of abolishing especially slavery

“Abolitionist courage in his fiction is rendered not as sainthood but as ordinary people making extraordinary choices
under impossible pressure.”

2 testimonial

n. something that recommends or expresses commendation of a person or thing as worthy or desirable

“His testimonial fidelity to the interior lives of enslaved people restores subjectivity to those whom history reduced to
property.”

3 allegorical

adj. of or characteristic of a representation of an abstract or spiritual meaning through concrete or material
forms

“His allegorical underground railroad literalizes metaphor with such conviction that the imaginative leap feels historically
inevitable.”

4 carceral

relating to prisons or imprisonment

“Carceral systems in his fiction extend seamlessly from antebellum slavery into the punitive architectures of the
twentieth century.”

5 vernacular

n. the language of one's country

“His vernacular precision captures the specific music of Black American speech without reducing it to sociological
documentation.”

6 reconstructive

related to rebuilding or restoring something, especially in a detailed way

“Reconstructive historical imagination fills the archival silences where enslaved lives were deliberately and
systematically unrecorded.”

7 generational

adj. relating to a particular generation

“Generational wounds in his narratives are not metaphorical — they are transmitted through specific acts of violence
and their specific suppressions.”

8 picaresque

adj. of or relating to a type of fiction in which the hero a rogue goes through a series of episodic adventures

“His picaresque structures send protagonists through a series of American landscapes, each revealing a different face
of the same foundational horror.”

9 redemptive

having the ability to save or improve someone or something

“Redemptive narrative arcs are offered and withdrawn in his fiction — survival is honoured without being confused with
triumph.”

10 institutional

n. Characteristic of or appropriate to an institution

“Institutional racism in his work is architectural — built into the physical and legal structures that characters navigate
and inhabit.”

11 unflinching

adj. not shrinking from danger

“His unflinching depiction of systemic brutality never becomes gratuitous — every difficult scene carries precise
historical and moral weight.”

12 subterranean

adj. 1 lying beneath the earth's surface; 2 secret or hidden

“Subterranean histories — suppressed, buried, deliberately forgotten — erupt through his narratives with the force of
long-compressed geological pressure.”

13 kafkaesque

having a nightmarishly complex, bizarre, or illogical quality

“A Kafkaesque bureaucratic absurdity governs the reform institutions of his fiction, where rehabilitation conceals a more
sophisticated subjugation.”
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14 recuperative

having the ability to restore health or well-being

“Recuperative storytelling restores to historical victims the interiority that official records and dominant narratives
consistently denied them.”

15 antebellum

adj. in or of the period prior to a war esp. the American Civil War.

“Antebellum America in his fiction is rendered without nostalgia or gothic romanticism — only the precise architecture of
a legal atrocity.”
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