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# Word Definition / Example

1 labyrinthine

adj. 1 resembling a complex system of paths or tunnels in which it is easy to get lost; 2 complicated; tortuous

“His labyrinthine verses reward repeated listening — each pass through the architecture revealing previously invisible
structural connections.”

2 kaleidoscopic

having changing patterns or colors that are bright and varied

“Kaleidoscopic imagery fragments and reassembles mundane experience into patterns whose strangeness illuminates
rather than obscures underlying emotional truth.”

3 onomatopoeic

a word that imitates the sound it describes

“His onomatopoeic sensitivity to sound transforms syllables into percussive events as rhythmically precise as the
instrumental bed beneath them.”

4 associative

adj. 1 pertaining to an operation in which the result is the same regardless of the way the elements are grouped;
2 causing union or bringing together

“Associative leaps between seemingly unconnected images generate the vertiginous density that distinguishes his
lyrical architecture from conventional verse.”

5 subterranean

adj. 1 lying beneath the earth's surface; 2 secret or hidden

“Subterranean anxieties about creative purpose and social belonging surface obliquely through imagery too
compressed for straightforward autobiographical reading.”

6 taxonomic

adj. relating to the science of classification, especially in biology, concerning the arrangement of organisms into
groups based on similarities and differences.

“His taxonomic cataloguing of urban detritus — objects, textures, forgotten things — elevates inventory into a form of
melancholic social documentation.”

7 neologistic

relating to newly created words or expressions

“Neologistic invention in his lyrics creates private vocabularies that reward the initiated listener without entirely
excluding the merely curious.”

8 cryptographic

relating to the art of writing or solving codes

“Cryptographic density in his verses operates as both aesthetic commitment and philosophical statement about
meaning's resistance to easy extraction.”

9 synaptic

adj. of or relating to the junction between two neurons or between a neuron and a muscle

“The synaptic velocity of his rhyme schemes enacts cognitively the overstimulated urban consciousness his lyrics
simultaneously describe and embody.”

10 introspective

adj. inclined to look inward and examine ones thoughts and feelings.

“Introspective excavation of creative doubt and social alienation proceeds through metaphor so oblique that confession
becomes indistinguishable from mythology.”

11 alliterative

adj. having the same consonant at the beginning of each stressed syllable

“Alliterative clustering of consonants creates sonic architecture that carries independent pleasure entirely apart from the
semantic content it delivers.”

12 vernacular

n. the language of one's country

“His vernacular draws equally from street idiom, scientific nomenclature, and invented compound words, fusing
registers that convention keeps rigorously separated.”

13 compulsive

adj. of; having to do with; or resulting from compulsion

“A compulsive cataloguing of overlooked phenomena — insects, rust, peripheral figures — generates a poetics of
democratic attentiveness to the discarded.”
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14 idiosyncratic

adj. an odd or peculiar habit

“His idiosyncratic worldview is so fully realized that entering it requires temporarily surrendering the expectation of
linear interpretive handholds.”

15 palimpsestic

relating to something that has been reused or altered but still bears traces of its earlier form

“Palimpsestic layers of reference accumulate across albums, each new work recontextualizing earlier imagery in ways
that reward the longitudinal listener.”
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